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than 5, 700, 000 deaths in 2001 and caused debilitating illnesses
in millions more. (12) Together, HIVAIDS, tuberculosis, malaria
and related diseases are undermining agricultural production
throughout Africa. According to the United Nations Food and
Agricultural Organization, 7, 000, 000 agricultural workers
throughout 25 African countries have died from AIDS since
1985. Countries with poorly developed agricultural systems,
which already face chronic food shortages, are the hardest hit,
particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, where high HIV prevalence
rates are compounding the risk of starvation for an estimated
14, 400, 000 people. (13) Tuberculosis is the cause of death for
one out of every three people with AIDS worldwide and is a
highly communicable disease. HIV infection is the leading
threat to tuberculosis control. Because HIV infection so severely
weakens the immune system, individuals with HIV and latent
tuberculosis infection have a 100 times greater risk of
developing active tuberculosis diseases thereby increasing the
risk of spreading tuberculosis to others. Tuberculosis, in turn,
accelerates the...
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