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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: Italian . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.I AM AN IMMIGRANT In 1963 when I was 21
years old I leE the USA, my homeland, and became an immigrant. At the time I thought I was leaving because
of the war in Vietnam. AEer I received my draE notice, I appealed to study abroad and was given a one-year
deferment. But on the ship (an old Bilbao freighter going from New Orleans to Tarragona, Spain) I knew I
would never return to America to serve or to live. Today I am not so sure Vietnam was the sole reason I leE
America. By the age of 16, I had already started the hobby of hitchhiking all over the United States. My first trip
was during an Easter break. AEer Friday classes I hitchhiked 800 miles within 24 hours to visit a married sister in
Colorado. By Monday morning I was back home ready for my first class. But from that time on, whenever I had
a break in the school year, I was thumbing all over the country, racking up tens of thousands of miles every
year. Forty years later, aEer spending more than 20 years doing my own family genealogy, I found records on
hundreds of my ancestors who never died in the country where they had been born. In fact, on my mother s
side of the family not one of her direct Schneller ancestors from the 16th century to the present day had ever
been buried in the country where they were born. So did I become an immigrant like my maternal great-
grandfather who escaped to Nebraska from his Germany colony in Ukraine in the 1880s because he refused...
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