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affairs. He was closely associated with President George Washington, served as his private secretary, was a
tutor in his family, and was honored with his particular friendship. Mr. Lear was born in the Lear mansion, on
Hunking street, in Portsmouth, N. H., September 19, 1762, and was the son of Captain Tobias Lear, once a
shipmaster and later in life a successful farmer. He received a liberal education and was graduated from
Harvard in 1783. Immediately after the close of the Revolutionary war, General Washington retired to Mount
Vernon in the belief that his public career had closed, and in the fervent hope that he might resume the quiet
life of a country gentleman. His correspondence, however, steadily increased and soon became so burdensome
that the services of a private secretary were needed. It was also necessary that a tutor be provided for Eleanor
Parke Custis and George Washington Parke Custis, grandchildren of Mrs. Washington and children of John
Parke Custis, whom Washington had adopted immediately after the death of the father, which occurred soon
after the surrender of Cornwallis. Accordingly, late in 1785, Washington wrote to his friend, General Benjamin
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president of Harvard college, and the Rev. Dr. Samuel Haven, pastor of the South Parish of Portsmouth, N. H.,
and recommended Mr. Lear, in a...
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