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University of Wisconsin Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Feather: A Child's Death and Life,
Robert Peters, With great tenderness, poet and critic Robert Peters recalls the brief life and sudden death of his
son Richard, a four-year-old called Feather by his sister Meredith and brother Rob. Feather returns home ill one
day from nursery school, spends the afternoon in bed with his father and his stuffed toy seal, and dies that
evening. Looking back after decades on that February day in 1960, when the skinned knees, colds, and fevers of
childhood were obliterated by the unthinkable fatal meningitis Peters sees with harrowing clarity the image of
that little boy in the tugboat pajamas lying still on a gurney, one bare foot visible at the edge of the sheet. He
recalls his anger, his confusion: What shall | do with my hands? "Feather: A Child s Death and Life" is an album
of poetic and sometimes visceral snapshots: portraits of a family, a house, a strained marriage, a father
reading poems to his children, a young academic struggling to establish himself, Peters catches his family in
moments of almost transcendent joy and crushing grief. The children s happiness on Christmas morning, in
summer at a Canadian lake, or ice skating is shadowed by lessons in accepting death: a succession of pet
turtles, mice, and goldfish succumb; Dad butchers the Thanksgiving turkey, nicknamed Gobble, in the snowy
backyard. The fourth book in Robert Peters series of memoirs, "Feather" not only illuminates the lives of father
and child, but also reflects a moment in the life of a writer, as Peters grief for his son finds expression in his first

collection of poetry, "Songs for a Son."".
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